Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.124; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.4.
The cation of the title salt, C 22 H 21 N 2 + ÁCl À , contains a planar benzimidazolium unit (r.m.s. deviation = 0.02 Å ); the phenyl rings of the benzyl substituents form dihedral angles of 68.2 (1) and 79.7 (1) with the plane of the benzimidazolium fragment.
Related literature
For the crystal structure of the monohydrated salt, see: Jian et al. (2003) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. To a solution of 2-methylbenzimidazole (1 g, 7.57 mmol) in DMF (20 ml) was added benzyl chloride (2,66 ml, 22.7 mmol), potassium carbonate (1.25 g, 9.08 mmol) and a catalytic amount of tetra-n-butylammonium bromide. The mixture was stirred for 24 h. The solution was filtered and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The residue was recrystallized from ethanol to afford 1,3-dibenzyl-2-methyl-benzimidazolium chloride as colorless crystals.
Refinement
H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93-0.97 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2-1.5U(C). Figures   Fig. 1 . Anisotropic displacement ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) of the title compound at the 50% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of an arbitrary radius. 
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